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A. STATUTORY NUMBERS 





1. This bulletin summarizes the availability of immigrant numbers during 
July. Consular officers are required to report to the Department of State 
documentarily qualified applicants for numerically limited visas; the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service reports applicants for adjustment of 
status. Allocations were made, to the extent possible under the numerical 
limitations, for the demand received by June 8th in the chronological order of 
the reported priority dates. If the demand could not be satisfied within the 
Statutory or regulatory limits, the category or foreign state or dependent area 
in which demand was excessive was deemed oversubscribed. The cut-off date for 
an oversubscribed category is the priority date of the first applicant who 
could not be reached within the statutory or regulatory limits. Only 
applicants who have a priority date earlier than the cut-off date may be 
allotted a number. Immediately that it becomes necessary, during the monthly 
allocation process, to recede a cut-off date, supplemental requests for numbers 
will be honored only if the priority date falls within the new cut-off date. 
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2. Section 20l(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) sets an annual 
limitation of 270,000 for immigrants in the preference/nonpreference classes. 

Section 202 prescribes that no more than 20,000 of this limitation may be made 
available in a fiscal year to applicants chargeable to any single foreign 
State; the limitation for a colony or dependent area is set at 5,000. 


3. Section 203(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as amended, 
prescribes preference classes for allotment of immigrant visas as follows: 


First preference (unmarried sons and daughters of U.S. citizens, and their 
children): 20% of the overall annual limitation in any fiscal year; 


Second preference (spouses and unmarried sons and daughters of aliens lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence, and their children): 26% of the overall 
limitation, plus any numbers not required for first preference; 


Third preference (members of the professions or persons of exceptional ability 
in the sciences and arts, spouses and children): 10% of the overall limitation; 


Fourth preference (married sons and daughters of U.S. citizens, and their 
spouses and children): 10% of the overall limitation, plus any numbers not 
required by the first three preference categories; 


Fifth preference (brothers and sisters of U.S. citizens 21 years of age or 
over, and their spouses and children): 24% of the overall limitation, plus any 
numbers not required by the first four preference categories; 





Sixth preference (skilled and unskilled workers in short supply, and their 
spouses and children): 10% of the overall limitation; 


Nonpreference (other immigrants): Numbers not required by the six preferences. 
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4. Section 203(b) of the Immigration and Nationality Act provides that visas 
be given to applicants’ in order of preference classes. However, Section 
202(e) of the Act provides that, whenever the maximum number of visas has been 
made available to natives of a foreign state or dependent area in any fiscal 
year, in the next following fiscal year visas will be made available by 
applying the preference limitations to the foreign state (20,000) or dependent 
area (5,000) limitation. The provisions of Section 202(e) apply at present to 
the following chargeability areas: CHINA-mainland born, INDIA, KOREA, MEXICO, 
PHILIPPINES, and HONG KONG. 


5. On the chart below the listing of a date under any class indicates that 
the class is oversubscribed (See paragraph 1); "C" means current, i.e., that 
numbers are available for all qualified applicants; and “U" means unavailable, 
i.e., that no numbers are available. 








PREFERENCE 
NONP REF- 
CHARGEABILITY lst 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th ERENCE 
ALL CHARGE- Cc 07-08-88 02-01-89 09-15-89 09-22-82 02-01-87 U 


ABILITY AREAS 
EXCEPT THOSE 
LISTED BELOW 


CHINA-mainland born Cc 07-08-88 02-01-89 09-15-89 04-20-82 02-01-87 U 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC Cc 02-25-87 U U U U U 
INDIA Cc 07-08-88 08-01-88 09-15-89 05-07-82 02-01-87 U 
KOREA Cc 07-08-88 02-01-89 09-15-89 09-22-82 07-22-86 U 
MEXICO Cc U 02-01-89 U U 02-01-87 U 
PHILIPPINES 09-22-84 06-08-83 02-22-74 09-08-81 02-23-77 10-22-85 U 
HONG KONG Cc 07-08-88 U 09-15-89 10-22-80 02-01-87 U 


The Department of State has available a recorded message with visa 
availability information which can be heard at: (area code 202) 647-0508. 
This recording will be updated in the middle of each month with information on 
cut-off dates for the following month. 


B. PANAMA CANAL NUMBERS 





The Panama Canal Act of 1979 (PL 96-70) provides for the admission as special 
immigrants under subparagraphs (E),(F) and (G) of section 10l(a) (27) of the 
INA of up to 15,000 former employees of the Panama Canal Company or Canal Zone 
Government, at the rate of no more than 5,000 in any fiscal year. At the 
present time visas are available to qualified applicants on a “current” basis. 


C. NONPREFERENCE (NP-5) NUMBERS 





For JULY, nonpreference numbers in the NP-5 category nave been made available 
to qualified immigrants chargeable to all “adversely affected” areas with 
priority dates earlier than: 





11-04-89--12:01 a.m. 

The priority date of an NP-5 case is the basis for the NP-5 case number; time 
as well as day of case registration are indicated. In case number format, the 
above cut-cff date is: 891104-0001-0000. 


CA/VO - June 8, 1990 
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A total of 15,000 NP-5 immigrant visas are provided by law for issuance 
during Fiscal Year 1990. The most recent phase of NP-5 case registration 
(based exclusively on the mail received by the Department of State during 
the January 1987 application period) was completed on January 5, 1990. 

In the NP-5 program, the priority date of a case is the date that the 
applicant was formally registered on the Department's computerized list. 
Thus, January 5, 1990 is the latest NP-5 priority date that has been 
accorded; in NP-5 computerized case number format, this prioirty date is 
written as: 900105. All applicants whose cases were registered by the 
Department have been sent the "Packet 3" notification letter by the 
consular office to which the case was forwarded for processing. 


With the allocation of NP~-5 visa numbers for July the 15,000 annual Jimit 
for this category has been reached. Even though all NP-5 numbers 
remaining under the Fiscal Year 1990 limitation were made available for 
July, the substantially increased demand for number by applicants 
required that the July allocation cut-off date had to be retrogressed to 
maintain issuances within the annual limit set by law. 


NP-5 visa availability for August and September will depend entirely on 
the extent to which numbers ailocated for June and July may be returned 
unused at the end of those months, and thus become available for 
reallocation. No NP-5 allocation for August or September can be taken 
for granted, therefore. 


D. OP-1l VISAS FOR IMMIGRANTS FROM UNDERREPRESENTED COUNTRIES TO ENHANCE 
DIVERSITY IN IMMIGRATION 








Section 3 of the Immigration Amendments of 1988 (P.L. 100-658, 

Nov. 15, 1988) provides 10,000 visas for each of fiscal years 1990 and 
1991 to natives of “underrepresented countries". These numbers are 
outside the 270,000 worldwide annual limitation set by Sec. 20l(a) of the 
INA. An “underrepresented country” is defined in the 1988 legislation as 
a foreign state from which immigrants during FY-1988 used less than 25 
percent of the maximum of 20,000 preference immigrant numbers under the 
per-country limitation. 


For JULY, immigrant numbers in the OP-1l category have been made available 
to qualified immigrants chargeable to all “underrepresented” countries 
with lottery rank numbers lower than: 





15006 


For Fiscal Year 1990, which ends in September, the limitation on OP-1l 
visa issuances is 10,000. OP-1l number use is approaching that figure. 
During the latter weeks of Fiscal Year 1990, there may have to be a 
retrogression in the OP-1 visa availability cut-off rank number or OP-1l 
visas may be “unavailable”, therefore, 


Another 10,000 OP-1 visas are provided by law for Fiscal Year 1991, which 
begins on October 1, 1990. 
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E. AVAILABILITY OF ASYLEE NUMBERS FOR ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS CASES 





The following information has been provided by the Refugees, Asylum 
and Parole Office of the Immigration and Naturalization Service: 


Five thousand asylees may adjust their status to lawful permanent 
resident per fiscal year. For fiscal year 1990, which began on 
October 1, 1989, asylees who filed their application to adjust before 
July 9, 1988 and whose names are included on the Immigration an 
Naturalization Service centralized computer list are eligible. 





F. NOTES ON MEXICO AND HONG KONG IMMIGRANT VISA AVAILABILITY 





For July, the MEXICO SECOND, FOURTH, AND FIFTH, AND HONG KONG THIRD 
preferences are UNAVAILABLE, Since all numbers provided under the terms 
of the INA for these country categories for Fiscal Year 1990 have now 
been made available. Allocations in these categories will resume in 
October, the first month of the new fiscal year. The HONG KONG third 
preference cut-off date can be expected to move immediately to the 
worldwide third preference cut-off date at that time. 





G. FOURTH PREFERENCE VISA AVAILABILITY 





The Visa Office has recently received several inquiries about the 
prospects for movement of the fourth preference cut-off date. The 
following information is provided for the assistance of interested 
parties: 


The fourth preference became oversubscribed effective with the visa 
allocations for November 1989, which were made on October 6, 1989. At 
that point, visa demand by documentarily qualified applicants had reached 
a level requiring establishment of a visa availability cut-off date in 
order to hold issuances within the annual limit of 27,000 set by the 
Immigration and Nationality Act. 


The visa cut-off date set for November 1982 was September 15, 1989. 
There were at that time many fourth preference petitions filed with INS 
prior to September 15, 1989 which were pending adjudication and 
forwarding to consular offices for visa processing. The prioirty dates 
to which the beneficiaries of these petitions were entitled were, thus, 
earlier than September 15, 1989. 


Over the subsequent months, as the petitions reached posts and visa cases 
were initiated, visa demand by applicants with prioirty dates before 
September 15, 1989 continued at a level sufficient to use all available 
visa numbers and to make impossible any advance of the cut-off date. 
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It is only within che last couple of months that a decrease in fourth 
preference visa demand by applicants with pre-September 15, 1989 priority 
dates has become apparent. At this late point in the fiscal year visa 
issuances are approaching the annual limit, however, and no advance in 
the cut-off date is likely until the new fiscal year begins in October. 
By that time, visa demand for cases filed prior to September 15, 1989 
should have diminished further and slow forward movement of the cut-off 
date should become possible for FyY-1991. 


H. RECENT AMENDMENT TO THE VISA PORTION OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS MANUAL 
(FAM) 








Transmittal Letters (TLS) nos. VISA-31 dated March 30, 1990, and VISA-32 
dated May 30, 1990, which update the visa portion (Vol. 9) of the FAM, 
are now available. VISA-31 amends 9 FAM Part II, Section 41.62 Exhibits 
II and III (Exchange Visitor Skills Lists). VISA-32 amends 9 FAM Part 
III, Sections 42.21; 42.28; 42.33; 42.66; and 42.67 (Miscellaneous 
amendments regarding adoption of orphans, retired employees of 
international organizations, children of third preference immigrants, 
class A or B medical conditions, and immigrant visa application fees). 
(Note that this TL cover sheet states that an amended page 42.67 
Procedural Notes is attached; this page ‘as not been amended or attached 
to the TL, however.) 





The following Transmittal Letter which amend apperdices tv Volume 9 of 
the FAM is also available: TL-1117 dated April 20, 1990, which amends 
Part IV, Apendix B/C/E with respect to nonimmigrant visa reciprocity 
schedules and availability of immigrant visa documents for several 
countries. The cost of this TL is $12.50. 





There is a charge of $20.25 per copy for TL VISA-31, and $4.25 for 
VISA-32, and $12.50 for TL-1117. A check payable to the Department of 
State must accompany the order. These TLs may be obtained from: 


Distribution Services (OIS/PS/PR) 
Room B845 NS 

Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520-0845 
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I. STATE DEPARTMENT NINE DIGIT ZIP CODE 





A new State Department mail distribution facility is in operation, 
equipped with state-of-the art sorting systems. Each unit of the State 
Department and each Foreign Service post has been assigned a unique nine 
digit ZIP code. In or@:r to realize maximum benefit from the new 
equipment, ALL correspondence addressed to te State Department should 
include the nine digit ZIP code. Offices located in the main State 
Department building will continue to use 20520 as the initial part of 
their ZIP code, with a particular four digit add-on for individual 
bureaus etc.; offices (such as the Visa Office) situated in State 
Department annexes will use 20522 as the first part of their ZIP code. 


All mail intended for the Visa Office should include the following ZIP 
code: 





20522-0113 


Thus, for example, a request for inclusion on the Visa Bulletin mailing 
list should be addressed to : 


Visa Bulletin 

Visa Office 

Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20522-0113 


Mail for Foreign Service posts which is sent care of the Department of 
State, Washington, D.C. should also include a full nine digit ZIP. The 
first five digits to be used on all such mail are: 20521 Each post has 
a unique four digit add-on; these add-ons are contained in the booklet 
KEY OFFICERS OF FOREIGN SERVICE POSTS (Department of State Publication 
7877, available through the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, at a cost of $1.75 per copy). 


VISA BULLETIN SUBSCRIPTION AND CHANGE OF ADDRESS INFORMATION: Additions 
or changes to the mailing list should be sent to: Visa Bulletin, Visa 
Office, Department of State, Washington, D.C. 20522-0113. Only addresses 
within the U.S. postal system may be placed on the mailing list. Please 
include a recent mailing label when reporting changes or corrections of 
address; the Postal Service does NOT automatically notify the Visa Office 
of address changes. 





Department of State Publication 9514 
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